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letter 
from 
the 
editor

2016 - my, what a year it was. 

We lost some of our greatest stars who inspired us with their creativity and generosity. 
Our world was shaken up when the impossible happened, and we were forced to face some 
ugly truths. We are being thrown into confusion and darkness as years of hard work seem 
to be reversed every day. 

But it’s 2017, and we are still here. Standing strong, ready to fight for what is right. Ready 
to stand together with those in need.

And, ready to party. 

Throughout history, parties have been a means for youths to subvert society’s expectations 
and express themselves freely and break barriers. Parties have acted as safe spaces for those 
who have felt marginalized, seeking solace in finding allies and opening up in judgement-
free environments. Teddy boys and girls, punks, drag queens and ravers have been fighting 
injustices by challenging social norms through action, music and of course, how they dress. 
Fashion has always provided an avenue for self-expression as well as revolution. Women in 
pants; Men in drag; DIY clothes that reject consumerism — we have always used fashion 
as a means to say “NO” to oppressive society. 

So now, in this crazy world, I want to remind everybody to party on and express yourself. 
No matter how lost you may feel, please remember that fashion is a party, and you are 
always invited. In this issue we explore uplifting designers putting fun back in fashion and 
we are bringing colors and patterns back! We are also putting fun colors and glitter back 
on faces — Now is the time to be bold. We hope that our articles about fashionable riots 
throughout history as well as the implications of hot pink in the current women’s marches 
and rave culture subverting social norms will inspire you to find your fashion voice. We are 
also providing some self-care tips, an article about parties being safe-spaces and the perfect 
party playlist to dance your heart out to, because we all need a pick-me-up now and then. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this magazine, making this fantastic feat 
possible. Thank you to you, our reader, for picking up this issue of The Avenue. If this 
magazine could incite even a spark in you to live boldly and dress fiercely, we will have 
been successful. 

Let us put on our best shoes for marching and partying. 

Non Kuramoto
Editor-in-Chief
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